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Incidents of satanic rituals and hate related groups were reported to be present
within the schools.  Eighteen percent of the SRO’s reported confirmed cases of satanism
and 20.6 percent reported the presence of skinheads or other hate groups within their
schools.

Youth Gangs in North Carolina

The survey respondents identified a total of 332 distinct gangs in North Carolina
with at least  5,143 total members or an average of at least 15.5 (16) members per gang.
This average gang size is consistent with Oehme’s (1997) prior finding and suggests that
individual gangs are not getting larger in terms of their membership.  These gangs were
located in 62 of the 94 counties (66%) in which a survey response was obtained.  Of this
number 171 were reported by the SRO’s as being active in their schools or at least having
one of their members in the classroom.  Of the 5,143 total gang members 1,183, or 23
percent, were reported by the SRO’s which indicates that nearly ¼ of the reported gang
members are still in the classrooms of the state’s public school facilities.   These gang
members, who are still within the schools, were found in 35 (37.2%) of the 94 counties in
which at least one survey response was obtained.  SRO’s indicated that these gangs were
present in at least 58 of the state’s middle and senior high schools.

While direct comparisons with Oehme’s 1997 study are not possible due to
differing sampling strategies it is at least informative to note that the number of gangs has
risen from 127 gangs, since the early 90’s when he collected his data, to the current 332.
This represents an increase of 161 percent during the decade.  Oehme found 2,772
members whereas the current studied identified 5,143 which represents an increase of
85.5 percent.

As previously mentioned a standard definition of what constitutes a gang was
adopted in order to permit comparisons between gangs and across counties.  The
definition was drawn heavily from Klein’s (1995) previous work.   A four-pronged test
was utilized in order to determine the types of gangs within the respondents’ respective
jurisdictions.  Respondents were asked if youth tend to “hang out” in groups, if any of
these groups demonstrated a commitment to criminal activity, if these groups
acknowledged their collective identity through names, dress, graffiti or other means, and
if these groups restricted their activities to certain geographical areas.  Affirmative
responses to all four questions would serve as an indicator that classic street gangs exist
within the respondent’s community.

Applying this four-pronged test greatly diminished the number of self-defined
gangs from 332 to only 99.  These 99 gangs represent the classic street gang  which
maintains a turf, identifies themselves as a gang and maintains a commitment to criminal
activity.   These 99 gangs have a total reported membership of 2,003 individuals and are
located in 30 (31.9%) of the 94 counties for which at least one survey was returned.


